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association of the name of Emperor, he pointed out that the
golden age of humanity had been the era of the Antonines.
As for the title of Queen, that would be maintained in
England, and in all documents relating to Europe; only in
acts concerning India and in the commissions of officers
(who might be called upon to serve in India), the title of
"Empress of India" would follow that of "Defender of the
Faith." The Queen was much grieved by the opposition
shown to her law and especially by the personal attacks
which her wishes had loosed against her dear Mr. Disraeli,
but she was all the more closely drawn to him. When at
last she had her title, she wrote him a letter of thanks,
signing it "Victoria, Regina et Imperatrix," with a childlike
delight. Then the new Empress gave a dinner, at which
she appeared, contrary to all her customs, covered with
Oriental jewels presented to her by the Indian princes. At
the end of the repast, Disraeli rose, in conscious violation of
etiquette, and proposed the health of the Empress of India
in a short speech as crowded with imagery as a Persian
poem, and the Queen, far from being scandalized, responded
with a smiling bow that was almost a curtsey.

Thus the political vessel, tossed on the waves of fortune
and climate, of the favour of the House and the humour of
the Sovereign, rode the seas pretty well. But the skipper
was very ill. So poor did his health become that more than
once he told the Queen that he wanted to leave political life.
This was a prospect which she would not have at any price,
and she suggested that it would be easy to elevate the Prime
Minister to the House of Lords, "where the fatigue would
be/ar Jess and where he would be able to direct everything."
This time he accepted. He took the name which he had had
bestowed on Mary Anne, that of Beaconsfield, but whereas